Hyla hylax Heyer, 1985 is a medium-sized treefrog (SVL mean 58.1 mm for males and 61.7 mm for females; Heyer et al., 1990) included in the H. circumdata group that inhabits the Atlantic Rainforest of Southeastern Brazil. Males call at night from low vegetation, bromeliads, or rock crevices near forest streams (Heyer et al., 1990; Bertoluci, 1997) . Characters for the H. circumdata group were broadly de ned, so this group was considered quite heterogeneous (Bokermann, 1972) . Heyer (1985) proposed a more concise de nition of the group based on the presence of well-developed prepollex and dark vertical stripes on the posterior surface of thighs. Presently, the Hyla circumdata group is composed by the following species: Hyla astartea, H. carvalhoi, H. circumdata, H. gouveai, H. hylax, H. ibitipoca, H. izecksohni, H. luctuosa, H. nanuzae, and H. sazimai (Frost, 1985; Caramaschi et al., 2001) .
Only ve species of this group have tadpole descriptions: Hyla carvalhoi, H. circumdata (Peixoto, 1981) , H. luctuosa (Pombal and Haddad, 1993) , H. nanuzae (Bokermann and Sazima, 1973) , and H. sazimai (Cardoso and Andrade, 1982) . Herein we describe the tadpole of H. hylax for the rst time based on a series of individuals at different developmental stages collected at Boracéia, Southeastern Brazil, the type-locality of this Table 1 . Labial tooth row formula (LTRF), body length (BL) and total length (TL) (Altig, 1970) of Hyla hylax tadpoles by stage (Gosner, 1960 species. We also discuss some data on its ecology and behavior because this kind of information is rare for Neotropical tadpoles.
Field work was carried out at the "Estação Biológica de Boracéia" (23 ± 38 0 S, 45 ± 52 0 W), an Atlantic Rainforest reserve about 900 m above sea level, in the coastal mountains of Southeastern Brazil, São Paulo state. It is one of the wettest areas in Brazil (Heyer et al., 1990) , with annual rainfall averaging 2024 mm between 1973 and 1994 (DAEE, 1994 . Most of this rain falls during a warm, wet period between November and January. Cooler and drier conditions prevail between May and August. Descriptions of the vegetation are found in Heyer et al. (1990) and Wilms et al. (1996) . JB collected tadpoles monthly between September 1993 and September 1994 during his research on tadpole community ecology (Bertoluci, 1997) . Two additional collecting trips were made by VX in January and February 2000.
Measurements, terminology, and labial tooth row formula (LTRF) follow Altig (1970); developmental stages are according to Gosner (1960) . Measurements were taken with a hand caliper or under stereomicroscope with an ocular micrometer to the nearest 0.1 mm (see Hayek et al., 2001) . Drawings were made with the aid of a camera lucida. Tadpoles were preserved in a mixture of equal parts of 6% formaldehyde and 70% ethanol upon captures (Schiesari and Moreira, 1996) . Some tadpoles were reared through metamorphosis to con rm species identi cation. Voucher specimens were deposited in the herpetological collection of the Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais (UFMG 909, 1381 (UFMG 909, -1396 .
Labial tooth row formula and mean measurements of body length (BL) and total length (TL) for larvae in all available developmental stages are given in table 1.
Description of the tadpole. The following description is based on 15 tadpoles in stages 35 to 38 ( gure 1, table 2). Body elongated ovoid in dorsal view, widest just posterior to eyes, snout nearly rounded ( gure 1B), eyes dorsolateral. Nares dorsolateral, reniform, slightly closer to the tip of snout than to eyes. In pro le, snout rounded to vertical ( gure 1A). Spiracle sinistral, laterally positioned and oriented posteriorly; spiracular opening located at about 60% body length and at the same level of ventral margin of tail musculature; inner wall of spiracle free from body; margin of spiracle unpigmented. Tail musculature well developed, gradually tapering and reaching the tip of the tail. Tail about as high as body. Dorsal n slightly higher than ventral n and extending onto body. Anal tube dextral, cone shaped, directed posteriorly; right wall displaced dorsally and anteriorly. Oral disk completely detached from body, with complete papillary border ( gure 1C); well-
